News Notes 


of the Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors 


Eight pacitists offer civil disobedience 





Sentenced in Connecticut 





Eight pacifists, associated with the New England Com- 
mittee for Nonviolent Action, were convicted August 17 
in New London, Connecticut of breach of the peace and 
resisting arrest. The five men and three women were 
arrested outside the gate of General Dynamics Electric 
Boat shipyards in Groton, Connecticut when they refused 
to move from the street where they were protesting the 
launching of the Ethan Allen, a Polaris submarine. 
Earlier eiforts to board the submarine from the river had 
been thwarted by the Coast Guard. 


Beverly Kanegson, 20, New York City; Laura McKinley, 
28, New York City; and Dave Mitchell, 18, New Canaan, 
Connecticut; conducted their own defense and cross 
examined prosecution witnesses. Paul Berner, 21, Seattle; 
Peter Crowley, 20, Brattleboro, Vermont; Gene Keyes, 
19, Champaign, Illinois; Jacqueline McCracken, 24, Salt 
Lake City; and James E. Sanders, 21, New York, were 
represented by attorney Matthew Shafner. 


Each was fined $100 for breach of the peace and $50 for 
resisting arrest. The charge of resisting arrest was en- 
tered because the pacifists refused to cooperate with the 
police and had to be carried into the paddy wagons. All 
refused to pay the fines on principle and were remanded 
to the State Jail at Montville, Connecticut to work off the 
fines at the rate of $2 a day. 


All of the eight pacifists fasted during the first days of 
their 75-day jail term. Reverend Paul Burdick visited the 
group recently and reported that the three girls were 
continuing to fast. A local psychiatrist, called in by jail 
authorities to examine the eight, reported they were not 
psychopathic, but were stubborn. Dave Mitchell and the 
three girls have refused to allow jail authorities to censor 
their mail so they are not allowed to write letters or 
receive any mail. 


Jail conditions appalling 


Conditions at the jail are reported to be appalling and 
medieval. The eight prisoners were denied toilet articles, 
such as toothbrushes and combs, for several days. They 
were finally issued blankets after several days. Books 
and other reading materials were denied them, and it is 
still not known whether books sent in to them are being 
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delivered. Writing materials are allowed only on Sundays, 
which is letter-writing day. The three pacifists who con- 
ducted their own legal defense were denied the right to 
have writing materials necessary for the proper prepa- 
ration of their defense. Visitors are allowed only on 
Sundays. 

(As NEWS NOTES goes to press word has come that 
the eight pacifists were released from Montville State Jail 
on August 25, after serving only nine days of the sen- 
tence. The release was ordered by Judge Searls Dearing- 
ton who earlier had found the group guilty as charged.) 





No draft changes yet 





As a result of President Kennedy’s July decision to begin 
a limited mobilization of U. S. military forces the August 
draft call was increased to 13,000, and the September 
quota to 25,000 men. The monthly quota is expected to 
remain at or near this level for some months. 


Current draft procedures have not been affected by the 
limited mobilization and increased draft quotas. Selec- 
tive Service officials have announced that they do not 
anticipate any severe tightening of deferment regulations 
unless the monthly draft calls increase considerably. The 
increased manpower needs can be met out of the pool of 
registrants between the ages of 19 and 25 who are already 
classified 1-A or 1-A-O and have been found acceptable 
for military duty. College students with 2-5 classifica- 
tions can expect to continue their studies this year. 


The Congress recently passed legislation authorizing the 
President to call 250,000 ready reservists to active duty 
for up to one year. The President is also given authority 
to extend by 12 months the period of service of any per- 
son presently in the military service. This authority to 
call up reservists and to extend the period of service 


expires July 1, 1962. 


This new legislation does not affect conscientious objec- 
tors with the 1-O classification, or those already perform- 
ing civilian work. The expected drop in the call up age 
from near 23 to near 22 will mean that some 1-O men 
may be called to perform compulsory civilian work 
sooner, unless they are deferred for some other reason. 
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Henry continues fast 





William Henry, serving a one-year sentence for attempt- 
ing to board a Polaris missile submarine entered today 
(August 24), the 52nd day of a continuous fast in pro- 
test against the “irresponsible power” the prison has over 
the men confined there. Henry is protesting the refusal 
of prison authorities to allow him to work in the prison 
hospital or in the education department where he feels 
his abilities could be best utilized to serve other inmates. 
After three days of fasting he became too weak to work 
and was put in “the hole.” He was then removed to a 
strip cell in the prison hospital. 


Henry was fed twice intravenously but resisted the feed- 
ings nonviolently until he was overcome by three guards 
and the captain. He has been cooperating with force 
feeding through a tube inserted daily through the nose. 
CCCO secretary George Willoughby visited Bill Henry 
early in August and found him in good physical condi- 
tion but weak from continued fasting. More recent re- 
ports indicate that he is well physically but is slowly 
losing weight. He is under continued observation and 
care of the prison medical authorities. 


Peter Friedlander, 20, New York City, serving a 90-day 
sentence for a similar offense, refused to go out to work 
in the rain on August 3 and was put in “the hole.” He 
began to fast and was transferred to the prison hospital. 
Victor Richman, 20, Columbia University student, is also 
serving a 90-day sentence for trespassing during the 
launching of the Ethan Allen last November 22. He re- 
fused to cooperate with fingerprinting when brought to 
Danbury. He was placed in solitary confinement for four 
days and began fasting. After continuing to refuse to be 
fingerprinted he was forceably given an injection, pre- 
sumably of some drug, and was fingerprinted. Prison 
authorities have denied that a drug was administered 
to Richman. He continued fasting for 14 days. Accord- 
ing to recent reports he has commenced another fast. 


Because he refused to allow prison officials to censor his 
mail, Bill Henry is not allowed to write or receive letters. 
All reading material, except the Bible, has been taken 
away from him recently as an apparent punishment for 
his refusal to cooperate. Prison authorities stated that 
this action was taken in compliance with the wishes of 
the Director of the Federal Bureau of Prisons, James V. 
Bennett. 


Henry has been allowed only one approved visitor, Bev- 
erly Kanegson, his fiancee. However, she has been denied 
the right to visit since Henry continues to refuse co- 
operation. And prison authorities refuse to allow others 
to visit William Henry. Marjorie Swann, member of the 
New England Committee for Nonviolent Action and a 
close friend of Bill Henry’s has been denied the right to 
visit. She was informed that only members of his family 


could see him. In effect, Henry is being held incom- 
municado by the prison. 


NEWS NOTES readers are asked to write to Frank 
Kenton, Warden, Federal Correctional Institution, Dan- 
bury, Connecticut and James V. Bennett, Director of the 
Bureau of Prisons, Washington, D.C., asking that Henry 
be allowed to have other approved visitors and that all 
three be allowed to have books and other reading material. 





Heath, Forsberg discharged 





Donald Heath, Los Angeles, and Karlo Forsberg, Lake 
Worth, Florida, were discharged from the Army on July 
26. Both conscientious objectors to military duty were 
given general discharges under honorable conditions. 
Heath had been courtmartialed at Fort Belvoir, Virginia 
on May 25 for refusal to wear the uniform, and was sen- 
tenced to three months in the stockade. He refused to 
wear the uniform after repeated efforts to secure dis- 
charge as a CO had been denied by the Army. 


Karlo Forsberg’s efforts to secure discharge were also 
repeatedly denied by the Army. He was courtmartialed 
first at Camp Zama in Japan. Later he was transferred 
to Fort Belvoir and courtmartialed again for refusing to 
put on the uniform. He served three months. Forsberg is 
a Roman Catholic and plans to continue his studies for 
the priesthood in Rome this fall. 


Considerable public interest was aroused over the Army’s 
continued refusal to discharge Heath and Forsberg. The 
Department of the Army is reported to be making a new 
study of its policy of discharges for conscientious objec- 
tors. CCCO and other CO agencies are insisting that the 
Army follow the Navy and the Air Force in establishing 
fair and adequate procedures for the discharge of con- 
scientious objectors. 





(The following description of trends in the Army medical 
service recently appeared in the BosTtoN TRAVELLER, in 
a feature article about the Yankee Division of the Massa- 
chusetts National Guard.) 


A significant change in world conditions is reflected in 
the Medics of the 114th. The familiar Geneva Conference 
Red Cross armed brassards are disappearing from the 
sleeves of medics. In their place are potent M-1 rifles. 
Medics world-wide now are permitted to carry rifles for 
“protection of patients.” Next to disappear will be the 
huge crosses that appear on hospital tents and ambul- 
ances. Doctors move about their missions of mercy with 
45-caliber revolvers strapped around their waists. 





Briefly noted 





Charles E. Zunkel, moderator of the Church of the Breth- 
ren, recently informed President Kennedy and the Direc- 
tor of Internal Revenue that he and his wife can no longer 
pay that portion of their income tax used for military 
purposes. Zunkel urged the government to provide an 
alternative tax plan for COs. 





Duane Ausherman, 20, was arrested in Cleveland, Ohio 
on June 17 when he tried to burn his draft card in the 
public square. When prevented from burning the card 
he dropped it into a mail box and was promptly arrested. 
John Kramel, 18, was also arrested for failure to carry 
his draft registration card. Both were held in the local 
jail for two days and then released without any charges 
being filed. The action climaxed two hours of anti-con- 
scription leafletting by a group of pacifists and students. 





Ohio State University at Columbus has instituted a com- 
pulsory alternative to ROTC, effective the fall term of 
school. The Board of Trustees has ruled that all male 
students who enter the University, beginning this fall, 
must take either ROTC or 10 additional credit hours in 
beginning college mathematics or foreign language, or 
six credit hours of advanced work in either of these 
fields. All women students entering the University, be- 
ginning this fall, will be required to take the same addi- 
tional credit hours in mathematics or foreign language. 
The Board acted to strengthen “national defense educa- 
tion” at Ohio State University in keeping with Depart- 
ment of Defense recommendations. 





The University of California has at last provided exemp- 
tion from ROTC for conscientious objectors, effective the 
fall term. The policy applies to all University of Cali- 
fornia campuses where ROTC is offered. Exemption for 
COs will be on the same basis as that provided in the 
draft law. Applications for exemption must be filed with 
the Dean of Students. Also exempted are aliens, the phy- 
sically disabled, and students over 23 years of age. The 
University of California is one of the last of the big state 
universities to exempt COs from ROTC. 





James Hendrickson Forest was discharged July 13 from 
the Navy with a general discharge because of his con- 
scientious objection to further military duty. Forest was 
recently converted to the Roman Catholic faith and 
became a conscientious objector. 





A new edition of the CHAPLAIN’S GUIDE TO CON. 
SCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS IN THE ARMED FORCES 
has just been published as a cooperative project by 
CCCO and the National Service Board for Religious Ob- 
jectors in Washington. The pamphlet describes the con- 
scientious objector and summarizes the CO provisions in 
the draft law. The Department of Defense provisions for 
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the CO who will perform noncombatant duties are in- 
cluded, as well as the definition of noncombatant duty 
and the steps the CO should take to secure a noncombat- 
ant assignment. Also included is a summary of existing 
regulations relating to the discharge of conscientious 
objectors from the armed forces. Copies of the pamphlet 


are available from CCCO. 





A revised edition of the brochure The Drajt Law and 
Your Choices has been published by the Friends Peace 
Committee (1520 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pennsy]- 
vania). The brochure includes a brief description of the 
1-A, 1-A-O, the 1-O and the absolutist positions. It tells 
who the COs are, and gives helpful information on where 
to get counseling on CO problems. Attractively illus- 
trated — Single copies free. Quantities at $3.00 per 
hundred. 





A. J. Muste, New York City, and J. Barton Harrison, 
Philadelphia, were re-elected co-chairmen of CCCO at 
the May meeting of CCCO’s Board. Caleb Foote. Swarth- 
more, Pennsylvania, and Katharine Arnett, Philadelphia, 
were re-elected treasurers for the coming year. 





A conscientious objector recently won first prize in an 
American Legion essay contest on the subject “What the 
Constitution Means to Me.” He promptly donated the 
$2.50 cash prize to CCCO. 





Violates parole, jailed 





Donald Bruce Reed, 23, of Brattleboro, Vermont, was 
arrested last December, charged with violating parole, 
and was confined in the Federal Reformatory at Chilli- 
cothe, Ohio. Reed was found guilty in 1957 of refusing 
to carry a draft registration card and was sentenced under 
the Youth Corrections Act to an indefinite term of up to 
four years with an additional two years under the super- 
vision of a U. S. probation officer. He was released on 
probation after serving 60 days in prison. 


Shortly after he violated the terms of probation by leav- 
ing the jurisdiction of the court. He was apprehended 
and served an additional 16 months in prison. He was 
later paroled and returned to his home in Vermont. A 
year later, after being married, he left the country for 
Mexico where he remained until December, 1960 when 
he was deported by Mexican authorities and delivered 
into the hands of the FBI at the border. He was denied 
parole in February, 1961 but told that he could appear 
before the Parole Board again in March, 1962. 


On June 26 Don Reed began a fast as a nonviolent pro- 
test against the imprisonment of absolutist conscientious 
objectors and stated that he would continue the fast until 
he was granted an unconditional release. He was imme- 
diately placed in administrative segregation and was force 
fed for two days. He ended the fast after six days. 
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The Court Reporter 





Prosecutions 
Sentenced since last issue 
6-19-61 Roger Aarons, Peter Friedlander, Robert 
Swann, Victor Richman, each one year, 90 days 
imprisonment with balance of sentence sus- 
pended, and five years probation. 
David Rhodes, six months, with 20 days im- 
prisonment with balance of sentence suspended, 
and five years probation. 
Richard Zink, six months, with 30 days im- 
prisonment and balance of sentence suspended, 
and five years probation. 
Ed Leites, one year suspended sentence, and 
five years probation. 
Donald Martin, indefinite sentence under the 
Federal Youth Corrections Act. 
(All the above were sentenced by U. S. District 
Court Judge Robert P. Anderson, New Haven, 
Connecticut, for unauthorized entry into the 
restricted area of the Electric Boat works at 
Groton, Connecticut.) 
Paul Berner, Peter Crowley, Beverly Kanegson, 
Gene Keyes, Jacqueline McCracken, Laura Mc- 
Kinley, Dave Mitchell, James E. Sanders, each 
fined $150; refused to pay fines and impris- 
oned for 75 days each. (New London, Connec- 
ticut Circuit Court Judge Searls Dearington, 
breach of the peace and resisting arrest.) 
Appeals 
1-10-61 Donald Peter Van Hook, conviction affirmed 
(refusal of induction), Seventh Circuit Court 
of Appeals 
Arrests 
Arizona—Allen Schaaf, Byron Wahl, Jerry Wheeler 
New Jersey—Walter Trench 


Released from prison 

7-3-61 Jerry M. Wheeler (good time) 

8-25-61 Paul Berner, Peter Crowley, Beverly Kanegson, 
Gene Keyes, Jacqueline McCracken, Laura Mc- 
Kinley, Dave Mitchell, James E. Sanders 


Currently imprisoned 

Allenwood, Pa.—Levi L. Hershberger, David W. Miller, 
Daniel N. Swartzentruber, Benjamin C. Yoder 

Chillicothe. Ohio—Donald Bruce Reed 

Ashland, Ky.—Donald Martin 

Danbury. Conn.—Peter Friedlander, William Henry, 


Victor Richman 
Terminal Island, Calif—Stanley L. Rhodes 


Total number of COs convicted of Selective Service vio- 
lations since 1948 to date. 364. This is a minimum 
number. 





Rhodesia recognizes COs 





Conscientious objectors in the Federation of Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland are exempted from Peace Training service 
under the Federation’s conscription law. The period of 
service is four months, 


Objection must be based upon “bona fide religious ten- 
ets,” but church membership is not a requirement. “It is 
the belief of the individual, not his church or other re- 
ligious group, which is relevant.” Exemptions are han- 
dled by a CO Exemption Board in each Territory. The 
Board may deny the application; grant complete exemp- 
tion; grant temporary exemption; or the CO may be 
assigned to noncombatant duty, such as transport or the 
medical service. There is no appeal from the Exemption 
Board’s decision. 


Between 30 to 35 applications for exemption are received 
yearly, mainly from Jehovahs witnesses and Seventh-day 
Adventists. .Only two have been sentenced to prison in 
recent years. Maximum penalty for failure to register is 
a fine of $100 and one year in prison; for failure to 
report for induction, a fine of $50 and six months in 
prison. 


The law applies to all resident male inhabitants of the 
Federation between the ages of 18 to 30, who are British 
subjects or -British protected persons. Africans are 
exempted from service, but may volunteer! 


My country is the world. My countrymen are all 
mankind. 
William Lloyd Garrison 
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